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		No. i.
	No. 2.
	No. 3.
	No. 4.

Specific gravity
	when received
	3'i6
	3*175
	3*i6
	3*12

11
	in one month
	3'05S
	3'125
	3*13
	3/109

55
	in three months  .
	3'095
	2-965
	3-084
	2-985

JJ
	in six months
	3-016
	2*93
	3-018
	2*995

73
	in nine months
	2*969
	2"9*5
	3*oi5
	2-985

Loss in six months (per cent.)
		4*55
	771
	4'49
	4*006

Cement being a hydraulic material, i.e. setting under
water, it is impossible to estimate its specific gravity by
weighing in water in the ordinary way, and it is therefore
necessary to use a liquid which does not put in motion its
setting properties. The most convenient and generally
used liquids for this purpose are ordinary paraffin and
turpentine.
The method used by some operators of ascertaining the
specific gravity of cement, is to simply estimate the weight
of paraffin of known specific gravity displaced by 100
grains of cement, and calculate the specific gravity of the
latter therefrom. For this purpose an ordinary specific
gravity bottle with a perforated stopper is used, the weight
of which is counterpoised on the balance. It is then filled
with paraffin and weighed. The stopper being perforated,
enables it to be filled without any of the liquid escaping
down the side, any slight excess being readily intercepted
through the stopper. The weight of the paraffin being
recorded, the greater part of it is emptied out, and the 100
grains of cement introduced Into the bottle by means
of a small funnel. The stopper is then replaced, and the
bottle and the contents are gently shaken to get rid of any
air-bubbles.    The bottle is then again filled with paraffin
U